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and behaviours that impact on all
of us. For business growth, ideas
need to be shared but by combining
expertise, a partnership can become
more specialised and successful.

Design and brand specialists

We hope engage shows how our
expertise can help bring out the
best in your business.
Forbes Low

“ I have always found Forbes to be hugely creative,
intuitive and professional in equally generous
measures. He is always patient and attentive and
has an uncanny knack of providing the perfect
solution to every challenge thrown at him.”
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Trump, who spent years
questioning the citizenship of
America’s first black president,
has continuously made public
comments that include white
nationalist rhetoric.

America
First
In the US, and
increasingly around
the world, there is a
growing and worrying
rise of white
supremacists. This
edition of engage looks
at “America First” and
how the political
language is inflaming
the tensions.

The ideology
Modern white supremacist ideology
in the US is centred on the
assertion that the white race is in
danger of extinction, drowned by a
rising tide of non-white people who
are controlled and manipulated by
the Jewish society.
The white supremacist resurgence is
driven, in large part, by the rise of the alt
right, the newest segment of the white
supremacist movement.
Though aspects of the alt right date back to
2008, it was Donald Trump’s entry in 2015
into the 2016 presidential race that really
energised the alt right and caused it to
become highly active in support of Trump.
This activism drew media attention that
provided publicity for the alt right and
allowed it to grow further. The alt right
interpreted Trump’s success at the polls in
November 2016 as a success for their own
movement as well.

America First

Charlottesville

“From this day forward, a new
vision will govern our land. From
this moment on, it’s going to be
America First.”

On August 12, 2017, a car was
deliberately driven into a crowd of
people who had been peacefully
protesting the Unite the Right rally
in Charlottesville, Virginia, killing
one and injuring 28.

That’s how President Donald Trump
summed up his governing philosophy
during his inaugural address last January.
The phrase “America First” though has a
long and troubling back story.
It was a Republican campaign slogan in the
1880s but around 1915, the phrase was
taken up by a number of groups but
especially the rise of the Ku Klux Klan.
This fitted into their narrative which
was that anybody who’s not white, not
Protestant, not what they saw as a
native-born American, an old-style
American was not a true American.
Sarah Churchwell, a professor of
American literature and humanities at
the University of London, and the
author of new book titled Behold,
America, states that the phrase “America
First” seemed pretty deliberate. Donald
Trump didn’t stumble on it: he was very
well aware of what it meant. ”
A Politico/Morning Consult poll
released on January 25, 2017 stated that
65% of Americans responded positively to
President Trump’s “America First”
inaugural message, with 39% viewing
the speech as poor.

The driver of the car, 20-year-old James
Alex Fields Jr., had driven from Ohio
to attend the rally. Fields previously
espoused neo-Nazi and white supremacist
beliefs. He was convicted in a state court
of hit and run, the first-degree murder of
32-year-old Heather Heyer (right).
The next day, Trump held an impromptu
press conference where he said there was
blame on both sides and seemed to equate
the actions of the counter protesters with
those of the white nationalists. “You had
some very bad people in that group, but you
also had people that were very fine people,
on both sides,” Trump said. The pictures
below, however, told a clear and
obvious story.

He campaigned on a ban on Muslim
immigration, a border wall, and in his
campaign announcement suggested
that Mexican migrants were rapists.
As President, he has characterised
migrants as invaders in several tweets.
At a rally in May, he used the term
“invasion” to describe the arrival of
immigrants at the southern border.
At the same rally he raised the prospect
of using weapons on immigrants. When
Trump asked “How do you stop these
people?” someone in the crowd shouted,
“Shoot them!” and Trump laughed.
His comments about illegal immigration
have also drawn rebuke from some
opponents, who argue he uses
dehumanizing language. In June, Trump
tweeted that Democrats want to allow
illegal immigrants to “infest our country”
no matter how bad they are.

Around the world
Though antisemitism is at the heart
of white nationalist conspiracy
theories, many different groups are
labelled as enemies.
In the past decade, deadly attacks linked
to white nationalism have been carried out
against Muslims, Jews, African Americans,
left-wing activists and politicians in the US,
Europe and down to New Zealand. More
than 175 people have been killed in at least
16 high-profile attacks since 2011.
Although politicians often label white
nationalist violence as “senseless”, analysts
suggest that hate crimes often spike alongside
political events like elections.
Jo Cox, a British member of parliament,
was killed by a far-right extremist in June
2016, in the run-up to the Brexit referendum.
Pro-Brexit campaigners claimed at the time
that voting to remain in the European
Union would would result in “swarms” of
immigrants entering the UK. Cox’s killer
shouted “Britain first!” as he shot and stabbed
her to death.
As the US election starts building up, the
language is likely to be incendiary. We may
dismiss it as the language of one person.
However, there are plenty of organisations
in the US and Europe who are increasing in
size, radicalism and sophistication, supporting
these views and this is a growing political and
terrorist concern.

