+

+

forbesdesign

forbesdesign

engage

Together,
with Trust and Creativity

The modern reformer
+ annual reviews
+ logo design

+ branding
+ infographics

The first Thursday of every month is our

A LT H

IT ION &

HE

+ event marketing
+ website design
NO EMAIL DAY

FO

I

TR

U N D AT

N

NU

and behaviours that impact on all
of us. For business growth, ideas
need to be shared but by combining
expertise, a partnership can become
more specialised and successful.

Design and brand specialists
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engage is about ideas, the influences

The application process
In line with the scheme’s aim and structure,
the application process is competence based.
You are therefore expected to demonstrate
your occupational competency by means of:
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• Written case studies to evidence
knowledge and experience in building
conservation
• A face to face professional discussion
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CONTACT US TODAY
TO GET STARTED!

• Showing a commitment to a code of
professional conduct
You are required to renew your
certification at five year intervals.
This involves a re-assessment process,
including a review of professional
development activity.
A small annual subscription fee is also
payable.

Pull the plug on emails, talk to colleagues and ease stress

Ok put my best
intelligent face on.
No emails? He’s lost
the plot!

Call our Education team on

The Chartered Institute of Building
1 Arlington Square, Downshire Way,
Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1WA
United Kingdom

Or email us at

t: +44 (0)1344 630700
e: reception@ciob.org.uk
w: www.ciob.org

+44 (0)1344 630799

educationadmin@ciob.org.uk
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Establishing industry wide standards
in building conservation
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Get in touch to see how our ideas can
help your ideas come to life.
Forbes Low

“ As a company, they are focused on getting the job
done to our satisfaction in a very professional and
responsive manner. Giving the customer value for
money is also a key focus of theirs and is greatly
appreciated.”
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Dr Muireann Cullen, CEO, St. Mary’s Centre
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The
modern
reformer
Few people today will have
heard of Josephine Butler
but she is one of our
greatest social reformers.
This issue of engage
takes a brief look at how
she campaigned for
women’s suffrage, the
right of women to better
education, the abolition of
child prostitution, and an
end to human trafficking
of young women and
children into European
prostitution.

Early years
Born in 1828 into an uppermiddle class, liberal family in
Northumberland, Butler learned
of the horrors of slavery from her
parents, who were active in the
abolitionist campaign.
She married George Butler, a
headmaster, who was unusual in that he
supported the notion of equality between
men and women. They moved to
Liverpool where, because of a lack of
factory work, poor women would often
turn to prostitution in order to make
enough money so that they could feed
their children.
The couple had four children,
the youngest of whom, Eva, died falling
from a bannister. The death was a turning
point for Josephine, and she focused her
energy on helping others, starting with
the inhabitants of a local workhouse.
A committed Christian, Butler believed
that “everyone is equal under God”,
and became appalled at how women in
prostitution were treated. She was also
disgusted at the way servant girls were
often sexually exploited by the men they
worked for, and then left destitute when
they got pregnant.

The longest fight

Working in Europe

A modern reformer

In 1869 Josephine Butler joined
the Ladies’ National Association
for the Repeal of the Contagious
Diseases Act, starting what would
be her longest and most wellknown battle for women’s rights.

In 1875, Butler extended her
work abroad.

Sheila Jeffreys, a feminist
academic and campaigner against
the international sex industry,
believes that Butler was
remarkably ahead of her time.

Having saved the lives of countless
“fallen” women and been instrumental
in changing legislation for the benefit
of diadvantaged women, Butler
decided to tour Europe to inspire
women to begin campaigning against
commercial sexual exploitation and
state regulation of prostitution.

The Contagious Diseases Act of 1864 was
passed in secret and it governed only
women. Under this Act any woman in
designated military towns could be forced
to submit to examination for venereal
disease. It was decided that men should
not be examined because they would
resist. Women believed to be prostitutes
could be reported to the authorities,
and those found to be infected could be
imprisoned for three months in a secure
hospital.
Butler helped to lead the fight against
this Act. In 1871 Butler delivered to
parliament a petition calling for the Act
to be repealed. Signed by 300,000
women, the petition was so large it is said
that there was not a table in parliament
big enough to hold it. The bill was finally
repealed in 1886.

Trafficking
While investigating the effect
of the Act, Josephine had been
appalled that some of the
prostitutes were as young as 12,
and that there was a slave trade
of young women and children
from England to the continent
for the purpose of prostitution.
A campaign to combat the trafficking led
to the removal from office of the head
of the Belgian Police des Mœurs (vice
squad), and the trial and imprisonment
of his deputy and 12 brothel owners,
who were all involved in the trade.
Josephine fought child prostitution
with help from the campaigning editor
of The Pall Mall Gazette, William Thomas
Stead (right), who purchased a 13-yearold girl from her mother for £5.
The subsequent outcry led to the
Criminal Law Amendment Act 1885
which raised the age of consent from
13 to 16 and brought in measures to
stop children from becoming prostituted.

She was influential in France,
Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium
and the Netherlands where leagues
of women were shocked into action.
A new campaign for the civil rights
of prostitutes was established across
Europe. For many of the women,
this was their first activity in the
public sphere.
The result was the formation
of the International Abolitionist
Movement, still active today in the
fight against the trafficking of women
and children.

According to the British historian Judith
Walkowitz, Josephine “pushed liberal
feminism in new directions, developing
theories and methods of political
agitation that directly affected future
campaigns for the emancipation of
women”.
“Josephine’s campaigning,” says
Walkowitz, “not only reshaped gender,
class, and sexual subjectivities in late
Victorian Britain but also informed
national political history and statebuilding”.
Her unnamed obituarist in The Daily
News wrote, “Her victory marked one of
the great stages of progress of woman to
that equality of treatment which is the
final test of a nation’s civilization.”

